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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Turkey Called Subservient to U.S. Interests 
94LHO00I1A Baghdad LEABIL in Arabic 30 Oct 93 p 2 


[Article by Muzhir ’Arif: “Turkey: Illusion and Reality”) 


[Text] A state of irresolution still reigns over Turkey's 
foreign policy toward Iraq. Attention to America still is 
stronger than attention to Turkey’s real interests with Iraq. 


Although everyone in Turkey now agrees on the need to lift 
the blockade on Iraq, and Turkey’s prime minister herself 
has spoken more than once on the subject, particularly 
during her recent visit to the United States, the Ankara 
government has given no open sign of taking the initiative in 
this direction, although Turkey is one of the countries most 
harmed by the blockade imposed on Iraq. Official Turkish 
pronouncements sometimes can be interpreted (this is my 
personal opinion) as a kind of inducement to the United 
States and other Western countries to give Turkey financial 
and economic aid. American President Clinton’s vacillating 
statements on aid to Turkey perhaps give something of an 
impression about the truth of what I have indicated. 


It should be said here that the continued foreign military 
presence on Turkish soil to confront Iraq means that Tur- 
key’s movement with regard to lifting the blockade on the 
Iraqi people is restricted. This is because any official 
Turkish move to this effect will be met by an unannounced 
reaction by the coalition forces to impede the Turkish move 
in this direction. 


The Kurdish card will be one of the most powerful cards 
used to pressure the Turkish government and prevent it 
from resuming full relations with Iraq. Other cards that can 
be used against the Turks include Cyprus, relations with 
Greece, relations with the former Soviet republics in Asia, 
and relations with Iran that can ebb and flow for many 
reasons and motives. 


Ending the foreign presence in Turkey will free Turkish will 
and Turkish official and popular decisionmaking from 
heavy shackles. This, however, does not mean that turning 
the words of Turkish officials about lifting the blockade on 
Iraq into deeds is a matter difficult to achieve before 
achieving the withdrawal of the coalition forces from 
Turkey. 


Every day that passes with Iraq under blockade increases 
Turkey’s economic and security problems, as Turkish offi- 
cials themselves acknowledge. Though this acknowledgment 
is sincere, it has not yielded the desired results. At best, it 
has seemed to be a campaign to elicit the sympathy of others 
to aid Turkey, or it may be an expedient for domestic 
consumption, to rally public opinion that will accept 
nothing but the historic good relations with Iraq and lifting 
the blockade from the Iraqi people. 


A well-known political principle is that the advent of a new 
president and a government from another party means that 
one need not retain the old policy of the previous president 
and government when that policy is unacceptable to the 
people as being at odds with their interests and those of the 
country. 
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However, the current administration and government in 
Turkey have in no way acted on this principle, despite 
comments about the harm that Turkey’s previous president 
caused to Turkey by facilitating military aggression against 
Iraq, approving the concentration of coalition forces in 
Turkey, and participating in imposing a blockade on Iraq. 
Add to this the fact that continued penetration by the 
Turkish army and air force into Iraqi territory on the pretext 
of pursuing elements of the Turkish Kurdistan Labor Party 
and continued cooperation with renegades subservient to 
Iraq’s Kurds is against the official policy of the new presi- 
dent and government in Turkey. This is something that 
conflicts with the agreements on borders and relations 
between Baghdad and Ankara. 1) conflicts with interna- 
tional laws and practices, and it also conflicts with the 
conviction of Turkish officials and political figures that the 
border with Iraq cannot be brought under control if the 
Iraqi state is absent from the area of self-rule. 


Desire and embarrassment (desire to resume relations with 
Iraq, embarrassment at behaving rationally, not to say fear 
of America) is not a fruitful policy. I have great hope that 
Turkish officials will realize that foreign financial aid, 
however great, comes with heavy conditions. Whatever this 
aid may be, it can never compensate Turkey for its con- 
tinued losses because of the blockade of Iraq. Turkish 
security will be realized outside of bribes paid from the 
Turkish treasury to renegades who have no future. 


ALGERIA 


Reasons for Semolina Shortages; Tension Mounts 
94AF0053A Algiers EL WATAN in French 2 Dec 93 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Tahar Hani: “Semolina: Causes of the Shortage’’} 


[Text] People are becoming increasingly concerned about 
the availability of semolina in a number of towns and cities 
around the country. While the populace grumbles about 
shortages, officials of ERIAD [five food industry enter- 
prises, the agency that produces and imports the com- 
modity, are peddling a very different line. 


Mr. Hanoun, ERIAD’s marketing director for the central 
region, claims that 90 percent of this year’s distribution plan 
has been implemented, noting too that between 1992 and 
1993 there was a 17-percent augmentation of product avail- 
ability and several new outlets were opened in remote, 
rugged regions. In fact, if demand had been normal—in 
other words equal to last year’s—the total quantity of 
imported and domestically produced semolina would have 
been ample. “What has happened is that rumors and the 
current situation in the country have combined to allow 
insecurity to creep in.” 


Mr. Hanoun said there were three principal causes. First, 
semolina of late has become a “blue-chip” commodity. 
Second, the tripling of prices of other food products has 
made them prohibitively expensive. Finally, private house- 
holds have been hoarding as much semolina as possible to 
prepare for any eventual shortages. 
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So far this year, ERIAD’s central branch has marketed close 
to 3 million quintals of semolina, a volume that ordinarily 
would have been sufficient for the region, meeting the 1993 
target of 3,500,000 quintals set at the beginning of the year. 
“We have a distribution plai that is still being imple- 
mented,” Mr. Hanoun explains. “Production units are 
working round the clock. ENIAL [expansion not given] is 
also working very hard to implement the import program 
and more or less stabilize the market.” 


The regional marketing director acknowledges that at 
present the murket is absorbing all the semolina being 
distributed and admits the enterprise is not really in a 
position to go beyond its current program at this time. But 
he remains optimistic about next year. 


In fact, two mills, one at Corso and the other at Baghlia, will 
be going into operation. Also, the Algerian market will 
doubtless be inundated once the cost of imported semolina 
declines. 


Skyrocketing prices have teen a factor in their own right. A 
100-kg bag of semolina sometimes costs as much as 1,300 
Algerian dinars, ven though the official price is only 450. 
Our interlocutor pointed out that ERIAD is only a retailer, 
not a price control agency. 


At Tizi Ouzou, shortages began to appear about mid- 
August. Substantial quantities were programmed for the 
region but somehow never found their way to consumers. 
Local officials suggest the problem stemmed from house- 
hold overstocking and “organized diversion”’ by speculators 
of semolina set aside for the region. 


ERIAD maintains it met all its targets. During the first few 
months of 1992, the wilaya received 484,966 quintals, 
whereas corresponding deliveries for 1993 were up by 15 
percent to 606,159 quintals. 


In the west, the problem does not seem to be as acute as in 
the central region, since people in the western region con- 
sume more flour than semolina. 


The enterprise’s western region branch, which has not had a 
single day of down time this year, produced 103 percent of 
its quota. Whereas the target was 2,346,000 quintals, actual 
output was 2,413,000. In other words, there was surplus 
production. In Annaba, the shortage is due in part to the 
purchasing preferences of some livestock producers who 
prefer to buy bags of semolina at 450 dinars to feed their 
stock rather than pay 750 dinars. Livestock producers 
carried off 20 percent of the production intended for house- 
holds. This has been an especially acute problem in pastoral 
regions such as Khenchela, Tebessa, and Batna. 


ERIAD’s manager for the eastern region sings a quite 
different tune. He maintains that the annual importation 
and distribution program was fulfilled and that the only 
snag was delays in merchandise arrival. An example: In 
October, 45,000 quintals went on the market at cooperatives 
and other supermarkets. The wilaya of Annaba alone said it 
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needed about 38,000 quintals, while the other wilayas of the 
eastern region claimed they needed much more than that. 


In November, 81,316 quintals were delivered to the port of 
Annaba, compared to the target amount of 104,000. In 
1992, for that same period, the enterprise distributed alto- 
gether 416,235 quintals, while in 1993 the volume of 
semolina was 510,202 quintals. 


The two semolina plants in the town of Guelma together 
produce more than | ,000 quintals per day. The actual needs - 
of the populace are estimated at 37,000 quintals a year. 


The shutdown of the two plants for maintenance caused 
some minor shortages. Even though supply now slightly 
exceeds demand, people are worried. Semolina sales in 
September amounted to 41,500 quintals. More than 43,512 
quintals went on the market in October, including 13,850 
quintals of imported product. Officials say several factors 
are behind the prevailing mood of insecurity. Many growers 
marketed their crop themselves instead of through CCLS 
[Special Cooperatives for Grains and Dry Legumes], since a 
quintal of wheat costs 1,000 dinars. Also, the semolina 
market has been victimized by “trabendo”’ [black-market] 
operations. Traffickers in the commodity jack up the price 
to several times the official rate. 


IRAQ 


Superpowers, UNSC Accused of Violating 
Country’s Human Rights 
94LHO008B Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 17 Nov 93 p 2 


[Unattributed article: “Iraqi Journalists Condemn Mad 
Attacks on Iraq’”’] 


[Text] Iraqi journalists have condemned the mad Western 
and Zionist campaign against Iraq. 


The Syndicate of Iragi Journalists confirmed, in a state- 
ment, that this notorious attack was aimed at prolonging the 
hostile and criminal sanctions against the people of Iraq. 


It explained that human rights in Iraq were protected and 
safeguarded by the Iraqi constitution, at a time when human 
rights were willfully and bloodily violated with the knowl- 
edge of the big powers in many countries of the world. It 
pointed out that Britain, France, and America ignored these 
excesses and ongoing violations of human rights because the 
rulers in question were serving their interests and goals. 


The Syndicate of Iraqi Journalists accused the big powers 
and the Security Council of violating Iraqi human rights by 
persisting in continuing the sanctions. Was not forbidding 
the Iraqi people food, medicine, and common necessities, 
they asked, an intentional violation of the rights accorded 
them by international conventions and laws? 


The Syndicate of Iraqi Journalists called on Arab and 
foreign press organizations and federations to take a stand 
for justice and right, and to expose the hidden goals of this 
oppressive campaign. 
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Achievements, UNSC Oppressions Detailed 
94LH0009A Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 18 Nov 93 p 2 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Jabbar Muhsin: “An Accounting of 
Failures”’} 


[Text] Iraq cuts the lifeline to the south. Iraq blockades the 
north. Iraq impoverishes the central region. What is this 
Iraq that works against its south, north, and everything in 
between? What is this Iraq that works against Iraq, trying to 
assassinate it? 


Ask the Security Council and those who dominate its 
resolutions. They are the ones dominating and besieging all 
of Iraq. They forbid all Iraq to have a loaf of bread, 
medicine, and cloth—with official resolutions they are 
proud of, which they are delighted to agree upon. They 
allege that all is well in the world, even that the world is new 
and pure, as stable as a mountain top. Why? Because the big 
people who are manipulated by the United Nations agree to 
extend the sanctions and to deprive Iraq of all imports and 
exports. And shamelessly, without any feeling of fraud or 
deceit, they claim that Iraq is besieging itself. 


Iraq has become, from their point of view, a hook on which 
they may hang all their errors and evils, including their 
crimes against Iraq. 


Again: Why? 


First, because Iraq is a huge reservoir of oil in the grip of a 
powerful people; they want its oil for free or almost free, 
down to the last drop, not just down to the last barrel. 


Secondly, because Iraq has reclaimed its [oil] wealth from 
the clutches of big companies and gone on to handle it 
justly, neither oppressing buyers nor cheating sellers. 


Third, because Iraq has used its oil revenues to benefit 
people: to build factories, roads, and bridges, universities, 
schools, clinics, and residential buildings; to eliminate illit- 
eracy and to liberate people from ignorance. In short, Iraq 
has moved quickly toward modernization, to bridge the gap 
between it and post-industrial society. That is to say, its 
resources have not ended up at roulette wheels, or in banks 
to be brazenly stolen, nor have the revenues from our 
resources been distributed among kings and princes. 


Fourth, Iraq has become a power, a force for the truth that 
it defends. It is a power, a treasury of civilization, a power to 
strive toward a future where everything is new and honest. 


Iraq is a force for a unique mind and a powerful arm. These 
factors have all strengthened the philosophy and logic of 
Commander Saddam Husayn, and his management of mat- 
ters of state and society. I say these factors have been 
strengthened, making Iraq a material and military power. 


This power has nothing to do with aggression, nor do its 
people have any time for aggression against anyone else. It is 
not in their character to encroach on other people’s rights, 
though they may respond to aggression. It is enough that 
they safeguard their building; it is enough that they are 
protective of justice, and profoundly opposed to all evil. 


Fifth, when they failed in their plan to alienate the leader 
from those he leads; when God, the people, and Saddam 
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Husayn thwarted their efforts to destroy the people’s spirit, 
to kill the conscience of the resistance, then their hatred 
increased, and these failed people’s hatred grew even more 
bitter and crafty. 


Today the whole world knows that Iraq has departed from 
the script written in the West. Countries have fallen, blocs 
have collapsed, people and countries have been torn apart. 
Leaders have crumbled under American pressure; some 
have chosen to rely on the refuge and the mercies of their 
enemy. All this has happened, yet Iraq remains as if wants to 
be, not as they want; as God, not they, has decreed. 


And so? 


The masters of many traitorous individuals admitted their 
failure even before we said so. 


These many utterances from the marshes, mountains, 
coasts, and valleys are unmoved. We are and will remain 
justified because we are believers. 


Iraqi Versus Foreign View of Kurdish Rights 
Stated 


94LH0012A Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 4 Nov 93 p 2 


[Article by “Abd-al-Jabbar Muhsin: “Rights of the Kurds” 


[Text] What rights does any national minority want in any 
country? 


The impostors of “the Kurdish struggle’’—traitorous 
groups—have never raised this question, nor has it been 
raised by the nations that pretend to be concerned about the 
Kurds and seek to protect them hy falsehood and slander. 


As for the traitorous groups, their foremost concern has 
been how to serve America, serve Iran, or serve any big or 
neighboring country—indeed, how to achieve for the 
Zionist entity its goals in the region. As a result, what price 
does each of the parties pay? It is not in the form of rights for 
the Kurds, but in the form of money that accumulates on 
gambling tables and personal pleasures. 


They have completely ignored in their talk and in their 
cooperation with these parties the goal of the role that they 
have termed “a struggle’ —that is to say, its relation to the 
rights of the Kurds. This is because the traitorous groups 
have perceived before others and more than others that 
national rights for the Kurds are utterly anathema to the 
customary practice of their masters. 


As for the international parties, they want the Kurdish issue 
to become an instrument to dissipate some of Iraq’s thrust, 
drain Iraq's resources, distract Iraq from its pan-Arab role, 
and divert 'raq from building itself up; then they would 
push Iraq into surrender to what the West wants and to the 
goals that Zionism wants in the area. 


When the Soviet Union split up, each nationality, however 
insignificant, obtained a state or ministate as an acknowl- 
edged right or rights, while this was kept from the Kurds as 
an exception. No one in the new international order or in 
the remains of the Soviet Union uttered a word about the 
rights of the Kurds—bear in mind that Zionism, the United 
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States, and the West generally were in the position of being 
able to dictate conditions to the new governments that the 
collapse left behind. 


Since the eternal Mother of Battles, America, the entire 
West, and the Zionists have wanted northern Iraq to remain 
isolated from the body of the country. Their airplanes still 
fly over this section, units of their armies still pollute it, and 
the men and women of their intelligence agencies are still 
plotting a role for one person and charting the course of 
someone else. They extend the hand of generosity to leading 
traitors and block the flow of aid to other Kurdish citizens. 
Their audacity has gone as far as to accuse Iraq of block- 
ading the Kurds, while they blockade Iraq as a whole. 


Amid this penetration and intervention unsanctioned by 
international law and unjustified by custom or law, 
everyone has ignored the question of what the Kurds’ rights 
are and what their condition is. In fact, talking even in a 
whisper or in lies about these rights raises the resentment of 
one party and the anger of another, aiid thus is a cause of 
discord. Iraq alone and its leader Saddam Husayn in par- 
ticular have raised the question about the rights of the 
Kurds. The question was not raised to deal with a difficult 
situation through which the revolution was passing. It was 
not raised in the context of the violent confrontation with 
the West. It did not come about in order to avoid a sudden 
danger or to seek desired but threatened security. 


The subject of Kurdish rights was raised on the basis of an 
ideology that regards people as equals—an ideology whose 
root is in the Noble Koran and whose branches nourish 
themselves on the facts of the age. The rights of the Kurds 
came from the position of the state’s power and ability— 
politically, economically, and militarily—above all else. 


The Kurds are Iraqi citizens first, and therefore they have 
the rights and duties of every citizen. 


The rights of the Kurds begin with their being recognized as 
a minority with a special character on the one hand and 
incorporated into the formation of Iraqi society on the other 
hand. The Kurds consequently have the right to use their 
language—indeed, to be educated in it alongside Arabic. 
They have the right to adhere to their own customs and to 
develop their culture. 


Iraq, under the leadership and guidance of Saddam Husayn, 
added that the Kurds should participate in governing Iraq as 
a whole and that they should act as rulers in local affairs in 
the context of the unity of Iraq and without prejudicing the 
rights of the Iraqi people as a whole or of its central 
government in guiding affairs so as to benefit everyone and 
prevent harm to all. 


Thus, Kurds have become members of the central govern- 
ment, the central parliament, and central institutions—just 
as they have come to have their local authorities. 


Indeed, the Iraqi state has not neglected the right of the 
Kurds to disagree among themselves in opinion and ide- 
ology in a multiparty system to which all doors have been 
opened. In the forefront of these parties were those who are 
now seeking the sympathy of Iraq’s enemies and inciting 
these enemies against their own country. 
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What, other than what we have mentioned, are national 
rights? 


Furthermore, is it not Iraq, which is accused of blockading 
the Kurds, that has spent billions to deve'np life in the 
Kurdish regions, while the neighboring countries that the 
traitors serve want to keep the Kurdish people locked in the 
age of pastoralism? 


Today, after the years of fighting in the Mother of Battles, 
the Kurdish citizen realizes that under the leadership of 
Saddam Husayn a free and dignified life for himself and his 
national rights exist for the first time in history. 


Certain it is that this truth will someday be transformed into 
affectionate action that will amaze the world when, after all 
the noise of propaganda, it is seen that Iraq’s Kurds want no 
alternative to their dignity and will accept no one but 


~ Saddam Husayn as leader. 


Subject of Kuwaiti Prisoners Called Baseless 


94LH0004A Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 8 Nov 93 p 1 


[Article by Nuri Najm al-Marsumi: “Once Again, Dwarfs 
Playing With Fire!’’} 


[Text] Every time it seems that the Security Council agrees 
to review the issue of the criminal sanctions imposed on 
Iraq, the dwarfs ruling the governorate of Kuwait start to 
fabricate some problem or promote some dead problem, 
long after it became clear to all that what was called the 
“Kuwaiti prisoner crisis” has no basis in fact, that it is 
merely a card played by the al-Sabah dwarfs to put pressure 
on Iraq. A few days before the criminal aggression against 
the border control station, they fabricated and began to 
agitate about the tunnel they dug and its passage through 
Iraqi territory that Iraqi farmers refused to give up. No one 
but them, with the bribes they paid so some hirelings and 
agents content to live on the crumbs from foreigners’ tables, 
and to media mercenaries and Western intelligence—it is 
they who made up the lies and fabrications about Iraq’s use 
of chemical weapons in the south. 


The dwarfs, installed by force of arms by the American- 
Zionist alliance as rulers in the governorate of Kuwait, are 
playing with fire and have apparently become proficient at 
committing crimes against the people and the nation, 
having incited and taken part in committing the crime of the 
age against Iraq and continuing their futile efforts against 
the enduring and steadfast nation. 


We say it frankly: Iraq has honored all of its commitments 
relating to the Security Council resolutions, despite the 
suffering and oppression it endured. If it is expected to 
continue this policy, it is awaiting a positive and honorable 
stand from the Security Council, not influenced by the 
dwarfs of the governorate of Kuwait and the other terrified 
agent rulers in the region, who have sold out their countries 
and peoples for a pittance. 


A final word about the al-Sabah: they will be judged at a 
time when regret will be of no avail. And when that time 
comes—anu it will come, God willing—they will regret the 
day they were born. 
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Realism Advised: No ‘Magical Solution’ to 
Problems 


94LH0003A Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 6 Nuv 93 p 2 
[Article by Mazhar ’Arif: “Economic Ideas”’} 


[Text] We must admit to ourselves, at least, that the 
government does not have a magical solution to the prob- 
lems which, we all agree, have been caused by the sanctions. 
The philosopher's stone, never found throughout history, is 
still nonexistent as we and the vorid stand on the threshold 
of the 21st century. 


The sanctions, however, do not mean that there are no 
means for a domestic struggle against its eco.omic ana 
social effects on the people and the nation, by fucusing on 
agricultural production to provide the people’s power and 
Organize ration cards to put Iraq’s house in order despite the 
political and economic conditions imposed on Iraq. 


[This could be done by] restoring life to the destroyed 
laboratories and factories and relying on the private com- 
mercial sector, especially to get the wheels of society moving 
for citizens as far as possible, if not to the point of providing 
all the necessities for a dignified life for citizens and 
achieving total comfort for the people in their present 
circumstances. 


All the measures and actions, as is wel! known, were 
accompanied by other measures and resolutions some of 
which have continued for the past few years, some of which 
were amended, with still others subsequently abandoned for 
various reasons. 


We do not want to keep talking about matters that have 
become facts of life for the people, because it is all already 
well known. But we do just want to allude to the fact that the 
sanctions have been used, by and large, as a peg upon which 
all the problems that existed before the sanctions have been 
hung, and these problems have thus been aggravated. We 
point this out, though some of us have fallen into the 
sanctions trap. Its resolutions have come on the basis of the 
interpretation and the proposition used by those directly 
responsible, reaching its higher authority in the office, 
institution, and ministry, mistakenly, not well studied, and 
in constant need of balance. 


We all know about the prices of domestic products, which 
have risen several times higher than their imported coun- 
terparts, before they were banned, even though the purpose 
was completely otherwise. Arab and non-Arab visitors 
paying in dollars at big hotels and other places, the sale of 
productive factories and state farms before the sanctions 
themselves, to individuals and the private sector, and the 
entry of ministries and institutions into dollar purchases 
from the market in one day, changed the distr’ bution of the 
process among these parties waiting for days, weeks, and 
months, freeing large, well-known families and major mer- 
chants to speculate in dollars. This went on until price rises 
continued in line with dollar rates, then kept rising despite 
drops in the rate of the dollar at certain times, resulting in 
what might be described as the dinar’s secession from the 
dollar. 
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The withdrawal of the government from dollar-buying oper- 
ations was an appropriate decision. Even so, the process 
remained the province of major merchants and rich and 
merchant families, who ruled by the dollar in the name of 
breaking the economic sanctions. 


Is the Central Bank capable of intervening to regulate dollar 
rates? Is it possible for the government to establish a large 
financial institution, under current conditions, to buy dol- 
lars when needed and maintain the market price? 


Perhaps the Central Bank has a limited opportunity to 
intervene by way of foreign exchange. However, the ques- 
tion of a financial institution at present is beyond the 
government’s powers, because of the sanctions, the ban on 
exporting oil, and Iraq’s frozen assets abroad. Achieving this 
now is not possible, though, unless we were to rely on 
domestic lending from private banks, industrialists, and 
merchants in exchange for certain concessions, guarantees, 
and facilities. 


The conversion of governmental industrial companies into 
joint stock cement and brick companies played a part in 
driving up the price of the dollar. 


The citizens’ interest in buying shares seemed to be greater 
than their interest in supplying goods to market, and this, 
too, sent prices up. The people—non-merchants—were sur- 
prised at what the media was saying about purchasing 
dollars in the long term without prior assessment of the 
harmful effects of this kind of media presentation. 


There are possible solutions which, in my view, must be 
mentioned in this article. In brief: reviewing the distribution 
outlets for goods to citizens; a ban on hoarding and realizing 
profits based on hoarding; and enacting punishment as 
severe as execution for that, as happens in capitalistic 
America itself, and other countries. And on top of that, the 
cancellation of agents’ security, as occurs with cigarettes, 
and subjecting domestic production to ration cards on the 
basis of “taking turns” for the regions. This would influence 
prices and reassure citizens that they can get batteries, tires, 
cloth, leather products, oils, and other goods and commod- 
ities at one time or another during the year. What might 
really cause surprise on this subject is the appearance of 
what might be called the secret purchase of a certain 
commodity in a company or institution, and the purchase of 
rebate receipts for cement, for example, on the part of some 
people afflicted with monopoly fever. 


Turning the central markets and social cooperatives into a 
mixed sector may seem to be an acceptable idea because it 
will give citizens a better chance to obtain various goods and 
commodities at prices that, whatever they were, would still 
be far below market prices. 


Party Standards Called Model for Government 
Offices 


94LH0007A Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 13 Nov 93 p 2 


{Article by Muzhir ’Arif: ““The Model Official”) 


[Text] A model is a human and social case that begins from 
the home and expands and grows up outside it. A good 
model leads to the welfare of individuals and society in a 
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particular environment in a process of interaction between 
the model and those who deal with it and are close to it. The 
opposite also exists. 


The model in general is between fathers and mothers, 
between the administrative official with his employees and 
others, and between the employee and the citizen. It is 
between the party comrade and his comrades and the people 
who surround him in the home, the town, and the party 
organization. 


The son looks to his father and mother and to his older 
brother, how they behave in life; he is affected by them and 
learns from them. The student looks to his teacher and 
learns much from him, taking on his character, though 
incompletely. The employee learns from his superior, and 
the citizen first trusts a particular employee and a particular 
department on the basis of recourse to this employee and 
this department. I am not calling for an ideal society in a 
material world. I cannot dream, even for the sake of 
dreaming, of a nation of angels; for that contradicts the 
nature of life, which is motivated by the laws of good and 
evil, angel and devil. I am not looking for miracles, whose 
age ended with the death of the Seal of messengers and 
prophets, Muhammad (may God bless him and grant him 
peace). I am seeking something else that unites idealism in 
action and behavior with a lawful human livelihood through 
legitimate gain and effort to realize a certain economic 
profit in the spirit of fair and legitimate competition and no 
other spirit. I am looking for teachers of the sort who taught 
us to read and thereby acquired us as their servants—with a 
debt of conviction and gratitude, not in the sense of the 
servile slavery—after everyone has spoken and still speaks 
critically, talking about teachers who have bestowed of their 
knowledge in costly private lessons and have been as stingy 
as possible to their students in the schools, colleges, and 
institutes. Some have dispensed with formality between 
themselves and their students not out of humility and to 
create bridges of trust between the professor and the student 
and pupil, but for other reasons basically material. 1 am 
looking for doctors who do not give a patient in their private 
clinics more than they give to one in the government 
hospital and the people’s clinic—doctors who do not force 
the patient to return three times to the private clinic for 
diagnosis and go to a particular laboratory and particular 
pharmacy on the pretext of the professional knowledge of 
the laboratory doctor and the pharmacist. Of course, I am 
sure that physicians need greater care by the government in 
salary, provision of scientific resources, and making a 
qualitative shift in the life of the physician and pharmacist 
in various areas of scientific and social life. I am looking for 
lawyers and judges who are great in all things, now that time 
has buried the names of lawyers and judges who were 
renowned for learning, knowledge, justice, and honesty in 
lraq’s political and legal history. I am looking for sons who 
do not call their fathers by their names or by nicknames 
such as “Abu So-and-so,” and for fathers who do not 
encourage their children to smoke, drink, and do other 
things in the name of changing times and overlook their 
truancy from school or lack of diligence. 


Party work had a sanctity, and the party official was an 
object of respect: such was secret party life in Iraq. Thus it 


JPRS-NEA-94-003 
13 January 1994 


was and thus it ought to be in public life, but society’s 
shortcomings have left their mark on the life of many party 
figures from the point of view of the people. The meeting no 
longer retains its old spirit, as 1, who am not enrolled in any 
party, hear. The meeting has come to be regarded as one 
regards a job that permits vacations, laxity, and absence for 
various excuses and pretexts. 


What will others do when the traffic policeman neglects to 
fasten the seat belt in his car, goes through the light, and 
crosses the street not at the crosswalk? How can someone 
sick because of smoking heed the advice of his attendant 
physician who smokes? 


How will an employee deal with a citizen when his superior 
deals bureaucratically with him? What position will the 
citizen take toward an official who gives him such and such 
advice, while not carrying out anything he has promised to 
do? 


Aristotle says that anyone who would do good should avoid 
its opposite, or else he will be called evil. In political science 
it is an error to retreat from a gain that a group of people has 
realized for the entire nation. In government departments 
and institutions the anger of an official often leads to 
unacceptable measures against a particular employee or 
group of employees for various reasons. As everyone knows, 
any number of thank-you letters cannot prevail against a 
letter of sanction against a certain employee. We thank God 
that our nation has preserved its historic characteristics of 
courage, generosity, and patriotism. Yet certain individuals 
from this great nation have deserted “village ethics” in the 
name of progress. Using the blockade as a crutch, they 
justify theft itself. They justify bribery by the persistence of 
the blockade and the complexity of economic life. They 
regard crime as something normal under such circum- 
stances, as something similar to what goes on throughout the 
world, though in mitigated form. Among these people are 
some who have good social and professional positions. 
Where is the model in this type of person in the positive 
sense? 


The inferior will continue to regard the superior with an eye 
of wonder, admiration, and the force of the ideal and the 
principle, or with an eye of disapproval. My following 
proposal may seem difficult to realize, but it is not impos- 
sible to implement. Simply stated, it calls for electing the 
model official at the level of ministers, governors, district 
administrators, and institution heads—with this or another 
title—in accordance with the standards and principles con- 
tained in the revolution and the thoughts and views of the 
leader Saddam Husayn for behavior that will not be so 
negative and that will not occasion disapproval and pain on 
the part of the majority. There are those who commit 
excesses because their director or section chief, if it is a 
government department or institution, scorns creditable 
behavior and dealing despite the slogans he has raised 
among his employees and others concerning work, serving 
the people, developing the country, and following the prin- 
ciple of criticism and self-criticism by officials. Being essen- 
tially members and supporters of the Ba’th Party, the latter 
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must, as the leader Saddam Husayn has recommended, 
carry the party’s traditions into their departments, not the 
reverse. 


ISRAEL 


Beni Begin on Oslo Agreement, Danger to Security 
944A0022A Tel Aviv YED1'OT AHARONOT 
(24-Hour Supplement) in Hebrew 14 Dec 93 p 3 


{Commentary by Beni Begin] 


[Text] During yesterday’s cabinet session, the prime min- 
ister described the results of his talks with ’Arafat in Cairo 
as a “grave crisis,” and spoke mainly about the questions of 
control of the border checkpoints and the size of the 
“Jericho region,” which will be turned over to the PLO. 
These are important topics, but the real problem Israel is 
facing is much deeper than this. 


Three months have passed since Yitzhak Rabin and Yassir 
*Arafat shook hands on the White House lawn. Many 
grasped then at the straw of confused hope that the Middle 
East would be able to adopt the type of relations that exist 
between France, Belgium, and Luxembourg, but they, too, 
knew the historv of the leader of the PLO murder organiza- 
tion, so that in their hearts they gave the PLO a trial period, 
as we would with a dangerous convict freed on parole. 


In the three months that have passed, all the warnings have 
been proven true, and not one of the hopes has come to pass. 
In a great engineering innovation, Shimon Peres suggested 
that we stop a rising flood by blasting streams of water, 
while Yitzhak Rabin suggested an innovation in physics: 
fighting fire with fire. The innovation of the Israeli left, of 
curbing terror against Jews by using an anti-Jewish terror 
group, has been repudiated by reality. There is not a single 
sign, as of now, that supports any possibility that this theory 
can be put into action, and, indeed, signs are multiplying 
that say precisely the opposite. 


Unlike the accepted theories, the basic problem is neither 
Hamas [Islamic Resistance Movement] nor the little PLO 
rejectionist groups, but the main rejectionist group—that is, 
Fatah and its never changing leader. In 1974, the Palestinian 
National Council [PNC] decided upon its famous policy of 
moving in stages. Old hat, right? Why be so small and 
narrow-minded as to bring it up today, three months after 
the handshake in Washington? The answer can be found in 
Arafat’s speech that was broadcast on Jordanian television 
at the same time as the ceremony at the White House. While 
the Biblical verses poured from the mouths of the prime 
minister of Israel and his second-in-command, the chief of 
the PLO band said the following words in Arabic: “Oh my 
beloved, do not forget that the PNC made this decision in 
1974. It called for establishment of a national entity on 
some portion of Palestinian land that would be freed, or 
which Israel would withdraw from. This is the fruit of your 
struggle, your sacrifices, your jihad...this is the moment of 
return, the moment of setting foot on the first Palestinian 
territory to be freed...this is an important, definitive, and 
basic step.... May Palestine live, free and Arabic.” 
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Slowly, as is his fashion, Yitzhak Rabin is apparently also 
beginning to understand that there will be no security for 
Israel if the “freed” territory is handed over to the PLO and 
Hamas. Last week, the prime minister said in the Knesset 
that after the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] has withdrawn 
from the Gaza and Jericho regions, Israel learns that ter- 
rorist squads are preparing themselves to attack Israelis, 
Israel will stand on its right of hot pursuit, “and hot pursuit, 
for us, means not only during an incident, but also to 
prevent an incident.” 


This new condition of Israel’s completely contradicts the 
Oslo accord, which stipulates that in the hands of the PLO 
will be both authority over the territory Israel has with- 
drawn from, and responsibility for the war against terror 
(“internal security”); while the IDF will have freedom of 
movement on the highways alone. If Mr. Rabin follows 
through with his announcement, there will be no agreement: 
either it will not be signed, or it will explode after the first 
foiling hot pursuit. In any case, it is clear today that Mr. 
Rabin already understands that carrying out the agreement 
as it is written would completely abandon the security of 
Israel and her citizens. 


This is the time to stop, think, and look at the Oslo 
agreement dispassionately and without illusions. To those 
who approve of the agreement, the PLO is being given a trial 
period. The gang and its leaders have failed this trial. 
Calling off the process now will avert serious perils in the 
future. 


Kach Takes Responsibility, Seeks Publicity 


94440022C Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 
(24-Hour Supplement) in Hebrew 13 Dec 93 p 1-2 


[Article by Tzvi Zinger] 


[Text] Every time someone brings up the idea of putting the 
Kach movement outside the boundary of the law, Kach 
members rub their hands together in glee. Suggestions of 
that sort are exactly what the leaders of the movement are 
looking for; they put the movement into the headlines on the 
front pages of the newspapers, and at the top of the daily 
news bulletins and roundups. 


The Kach movement, now as always, has a developed sense 
of publicity. Even in cases where Kach and its offshoots 
have had no tie to an attack against Arabs or a pogrom 
against their property—Kach spokesmen have hurried to 
take responsibility for the incident, or at least to announce it 
in the papers. 


An outstanding example of this happened after Rabbi 
Avraham Toledano—a former leader of Kach—was 
arrested at Ben Gurion airport a few weeks ago, thanks to 
the alertness of an airport customs officer. Kach hurried to 
spread the news among the reporters that settlers from the 
extreme right were stockpiling weapons and explosives, 
partly smuggled from Russia and Czechoslovakia, and 
partly stolen from IDF [Israel Defense Forces] camps. “We 
are not doing it,” the Kach members hastened to say, “but 
we know about cases of weapons hoarding, about smuggling 
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in dismantled Kalashnikov rifles, about explosives in suit- 
cases, and information pamphlets on how to prepare 
bombs—things from Red Army surplus.” 


Kach’s knack for pubiic relations is proven daily, both 
through the exploits, rea! or imaginary, of the “Committee 
for Safety on the Roads,” considered the “military arm” of 
the Kach movement. Every time an attack against the Arabs 
is reported, the newspapers receive a notice over the beeper 
from an unknown person who calls himself “Ronen” and 
takes responsibility for the action in the name of the 
Committee for Safety on the Roads. Up until last Friday, his 
announcements always arrived after the attack on the Arabs 
had already been reported over the media. 


Thus, for instance, the committee claimed responsibility for 
the murder of the Arab in Thurmosaiah near Shiloh, last 
week. But, as everyone knows, the suspect the police 
arrested in that attack was a young man from Shilo who is 
not known at all as a Kach activist or a member of the 
committee. We should say, though, that Ronen’s announce- 
ments usually are—-reliable. Investigation shows that the 
announcements he has turned in have usually had a basis in 
fact. 


So it was, too, with the murder of the three Arabs last 
Friday. Except that this time, Ronen’s announcement to the 
newspapers arrived over the beepers even before the murder 
was reported over the radio. This would seem in itself to 
prove that this time Ronen did not hitch a ride on the 
actions of others, and that the anonymous announcer knew 
about the murder from sources of his own. These things, at 
any rate, should certainly start the security officers investi- 
gating the case thinking. 


Is Kach really as dangerous is it seems? Are its activists 
stockpiling illegal weapons, in addition to the legal weapons 
they have in their hands? Did members of the Committee 
for Safety on the Roads really carry out the murder of the 
three Arab workers in Tarkomiah? 


The police and General Security Service expend great 
energy following the trail of the activists of Kach and its 
offshoots. Kach leaders and activists are constantly brought 
in for questioning, under suspicion of various things. But it 
usually turns out that the security forces and the law cannot 
find the proof they need to get them convicted of anything 
more substantial crimes than disturbing the peace, rioting, 
or aggressive behavior. 


The movement’s members and leaders are almost always 
freed on bail the same day. Sometimes they have to spend a 
few days in jail—and then are freed in court. Only very 
occasionally are members of Kach found guilty of crimes 
that require them to be locked up for periods of a few 
months or more. 


Members of Kach customarily explain this phenomenon as 
“political persecution” and as “the Bolshevik methods” of 
the government and its representatives—which are always 
blocked in the courtroom. But the real explanation appar- 
ently lies in the fact that the leaders of Kach are much more 
sophisticated about treading right on the edge of legality 
than they seem. It is very hard to catch one of them “in the 
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act” committing a crime. Thus it also was when members of 
the “Committee for Safety on the Roads” put on their 
“nightly show” before a TV team a few months ago in the 
alleys of Hebron. Except for the game of ““Hasamba” which 
is not illegal, the only crime photographed was breaking a 
street light... 


So far, for example, nobody has been arrested in the case 
where a number of hand grenades were found in the 
courtyard of a Kach branch several weeks ago. Nor was 
anyone arrested for murder, or for inciting others to murder, 
because even in what they say to the press, the movement's 
spokesmen are always careful to emphasize that although 
they “understand” the phenomenon of murder of Arabs— 
they are not doing it. 


Since Rabbi Meir Kahane was murdered in Novemt er 
1990, Kach has been led by a triangle of leaders. That 
triangle already served as the operative arm of the move- 
ment when Rabbi Kahane still «erved as spiritual and 
ideological leader of the movemeni. 


At the top of this trio stands Baruch Marzel (34), chosen to 
be the leader of Kach after a short period of several months 
when Rabbi Avraham Toledano took Rabbi Meir Kahane’s 
place. When Rabbi Kahane was still alive, Marzel served as 
secretary of the Kach faction in the Knesset, as spokesman 
for the movement, and as the Rabbi's right-hand man. 


Marzel, who lives with his large family in a caravan at Tel 
Romeida in Hebron, is an artist at media and public 
relations. He knows all the “shticks” and “tricks”—and at 
the same time is careful of what he says aud does. So far, he 
has proved that he knows exactly how to get his messages 
across without falling into legal traps. Still, he has been 
convicted for violence, rinting, and disturbing the peace, 
and sentenced a number of times to spend several months in 
jail. 

Another quality that helped him to be chosen to head the 
pyramid was his organizational al ility. Thus, for example, 
Barukh Marzel was one of the ma.n organizers of the mass 
funeral of Mordehai and Shalom Lapid, which began at 
Yeshivat Ponevitch in Bnai Barak and finished in Hebron. 
Marzel is very accepted in “Gush Emunim” circles, and 
takes part in councils of the joint leadership of the right. 


The two other points in the {rio are Noam Federman, the 
movement's spokesman; and Tiran Pollak, chairman of the 
Committee for Safety on the Roads, and Kach candidate for 
the Jerusalem city council. 


Federman joined Kach when he was just | 4. Since then, he 
has managed to chalk up a long list of criminal arrests and 
convictions for rioting, damaging property, and acts of 
aggression. Thus, for example, he was found guilty several 
years ago of setting fire to the church of St. Paul and of 
damaging the property of Arabs and leftists—among them 
former Shalom Ahshav spokesman Amiram Goldbloom— 
and also sentenced to 20 months imprisonment. 


Tiran Pollack also has a very long criminal record of similar 
offenses, but has spent less time than the others have in jail. 
Among other things, he has been under suspicion at various 
times of spraying Arab vineyards outside Hilhul with 
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poison, setting the door of Jerusalem leftist activist Reuven 
Kaminer’s house on fire, and organizing the big revenge 
crusades in Jerusalem after the murder of Yeshiva student 
Eliyahu ‘Amadi in 1986. He joined Kach for trag,ic reasons, 
after losing his two sisters, Nurit and Esther, when Bus No. 
18 was blown up on Herz! Boulevard in Jerusalem on 6 
December 1983. 


The High Court of Justice ruled in 1988 to outlaw Kach as 
a racist movement, and forbade it to participate in elections. 
Now, Knesset members are demanding that its members be 
banned from the territories of Judaea and Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip. There are about 200 active members in the 
movement today, and it is very possible that in many of 
them will find themselves facing a wave of administrative 
arrests and forcible removals in the near future. 


Treasury To Compensate Laid-Off Aircraft Workers 


944A0022B Tel Aviv YEDI'T AHARONOT 
(Financial Supplement) in Hebrew 9 Dec 93 p 1 


[Article by Arye Egozi] 


[Text] The management of Aircraft Industries (Al) will 
begin sending pink slips next week to 2,900 of the com- 
pany’s workers. This is part of the framework of the new 
work agreement that was initialled day before yesterday. The 
management intends to finish the massive layoff process by 
the beginning of 1994. Now that the agreement has signed, 
the treasury will transfer the money that will make it 
possible to pay November's salaries. 


According to the new agreement, hundreds of workers will be 
laid off, in all the Al plants and in the top leadership. Those 
50 and over, will leave the company in the framework of early 
retirement, while workers under 50 will go as part of a round 
of layoffs with compensation. The management decided 
yesterday to open a counselling center for laid-off workers. 
This center will try to help them find alternative «ork and 
also advise them on how to invest their severance pay. 


The treasury has committed itself to funding the layoffs of 
all 2,900 workers, and for that, will be transferring approx- 
imately $330 million to Al's accounts, in accord wit!. the 
rate the layoffs are carried. 


The AI management began yesterday preparing to pay debts 
amounting to $70 million to the company’s suppliers and 
subcontractors. They are also preparing for a similar settle- 
ment with the banks, which the company owes $500 million. 
The company will finish the year with an operating loss of 
about $70 million. The total loss will be much greater, 
because it will include the severance payments and the early 
pensions for those who have been laid off. 


Outlook for IDF in Year 2000 Discussed 
94AFO0035F Tel Aviv YEDI!'OT AHARONOT 
(Weekend Supplement) in Hebrew 19 Nov 93 pp 8-9 


[Article by Arye Qizal: “IDF (Israel Defense Forces) 2000: 
Taking No Chance”] 


[Text] This is the situation: at least until the end of 1994, the 
IDF [Israel Defnse Forces] will pay the price of the peace. 
More reserve duiy, more attacks, more current security 
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duty. Only at the end of 1994, they hope in the military, will 
it be possible to begin to enjoy a few of the fruits of the 
peace. Less reserve duty, fewer attacks, less current security 
duty. More training for war. 


The IDF work plan for the coming year, on the preparation 
of which they are now busy, is based on the assumption that 
the spirit of the agreement of principles—and the emphasis 
is on spirit—will only blow in the territories a year from 
now. Until then, the refusal organizations and the oppo- 
nents of the agreement will heat up the region. 


The goals of the work plan are not much different from 
those of the past year. The combat reservists will serve 
more. The noncombatants will serve less. What can be done, 
this year, as well, the fighting part of the military will 
continue to bear the burden. The length of the girls’ service 
will be reduced, millions of shekels will be cui from the 
current expenditures. Procurement of advanced weapons 
will continue. The scout units will go into a lower gear. Their 
objectives may change. 


The pull-out from Gaza and Jericho and the new deploy- 
ment in the territories, which will be completed in a few 
months, will cost money. The new regular soldiers will be 
directed to duty ‘n the territories, to replace the reservists. 
The armored corps will be equipped with Merkava 3 tanks, 
the Air Force will receive the F-15E and the F-16, whose 
purchase Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin agreed to this week 
in the United States. The artillery corps will improve the 
155-mm cannons, the corps’ workhorse. The IDF training 
plan will proceed slowly. If the situation in the territories is 
a good surprise, it will be possible to direct units to orderly 
training. 


A senior person in the defense establishment explained this 
week: “The agreement with the PLO will not allow the IDF 
to get smaller, to close units, and to reduce the burden of 
reserve duty in the territories. The months that passed since 
the signing can be instructive on the extent to which, at this 
stage, we are talking about illusions. The field has its own 
rhythm. There are attacks and there were attacks, and there 
is a need for deterrence. If everything “ticks” as in the 
agreement, and the PLO takes matters in hand—things will 
change towards the end of !994, or at least then we will be 
able to experience a tendency to change. 


“Only then, at the end of the year, will we be able to see, for 
the first time since 1987, a decline in the need to allocate so 
many forces to tiring and wasteful current security duty. But 
those are hopes. The need to defend the Jewish settlements 
in the territories and the need to redeploy army points will 
require money, resources, and, especially, days of reserve 
duty. And everything is at the expense of the training 
program, which suffered during the years of the intifadah.” 


The agreement of principles, the Taba talks, and the Cairo 
talks led the Planning Branch in the General Staff to work 
on a new multiyear work plan. 


Aside from the regular annual work pians, Mirkam, a 
multiyear plan that reaches to 1998, is being implemented 
in the iDF. The plan talks about a reduction in forces, about 
raising quality, and about equipping with modern fighting 
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systems in the armor, on the sea, and in the air. Mirkam is 
a s.nailer, more efficient, and higher quality military. 


And what is after 1998? Please meet: “Tarash 2000,” the 
new multiyear plan. In the Planning Branch, headed by 
Major General 'Uzi Dayan, they have already begun to 
discuss “Mirkam’s” heir. The plan is meant to foresee the 
changes that will ensue from the agreement with the PLO 
and the future agreements with Syria and Lebanon. 


In the IDF they were frightened this week by the publication 
in HA’ARETZ of the name of the plan. In the high ranks 
they feared political interpretations. The military was 
already burnt by the involvement in “drawer plans” for a 
withdrawal from the Golan and changes in the border with 
Jordan. Each time that the issue arose, the IDF denied it: 
“We are planning for withdrawal? No way!” 


A senior officer explained this week: “There is still no talk 
about a new multiyear plan, rather only the determination 
of preliminary principles for planning. Only in the course of 
1994 will the men of the Planning Branch sit down for real 
work, and that, too, is conditional on an evaluation of the 
situation that will obtain at the time. Diplomatic changes 
will be included in the new plan, but we have not yet begun 
to plan anything and there are still no basic assumptions. 
There is no point in building interpretations.” 


With or without commentary, Tarash 2000 will deal with 
the Israeli concept of security, with the structure of the 
military force, with its size, with the relation between air 
force and ground forces, with various combat scenarios, 
with development plans, and with procurement. The plan 
will attempt to prevent a situation of signing of procurement 
contracts with entities for whose wares there may be no need 
in a few years. The plan will try to envisage the changes in 
the region on the basis of what is expected “to be closed” at 
the negotiations table. For the first time in years, the leaders 
of the military will have to examine the manner of handling 
long-range threats, including nuclear ones, and to proposc 
updated situation evaluations. Every arm, as is customary, 
will try to present “its” threats as the central ones. 


A senior officer related to the emphases of the plan: “We 
will have to provide answers on the subject of manpower. 
The IDF will have to examine the possibility of returning to 
a regular training plan, which will lead to a serious reduction 
of the burden of reserve duty. It wili be necessary to 
determine the character and the organization of IDF 
civilian employees. The work wil! be based, among other 
things, on a report that was written by a committee headed 
by Major General (Res.) Herz! Shafir. The committee rec- 
ommends that consideration be given to a reduction of four 
months in the compulsory service of males.” 


In the IDF they estinated this week that in the course of 
1994 the issue of a reduction of compulsory service will 
come up again for discussion. in the military they already 
know the story. As the idea comes up, so it will go down. 
“This is already a regular ceremony. There is nothing new in 
it,” said the senior officer, “It is not realistic to cut the 
compulsory service when tasks are added, when there is a 
new deployment, without us having knowledge of what will 
happen in the territories, and without it being clear to us 
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what will be the effect of the withdrawal from Gaza and 
from Jericho on internal security.” 


In the event that Jordan and Syria join the diplomatic circle, 
they estimate in the Planning Branch that it will be possible 
to reduce the IDF order of battle. The terror in the territo- 
ries will dic down, and it will perhaps be possible to improve 
dramatically the training framework—to allocate resources 
to a new armor training program and an investment in 
training installations. 


A senior armor officer estimates how the peace will affect 
the black berets: “The moment that the armor will not sit on 
the Heights and in the Valley, we will be pressed into two 
areas—the Tze’elim installation and an additional area in 
the south. We must plan how we will sit with so much armor 
in such a space. | would have preferred that already a year 
ago they had dealt with that.” 


“Diplomatic agreements will allow us to carry out a revolu- 
tion in the simulation installations and to divert to training 
the money that 1s today directed to current security. It is a 
tremendous opportunity to put the armor through a process 
of modernizaticn in society, in which the army will become 
less and less popular. In any event, in the next seven years it 
will not be possible to cut significantly the armor order of 
battle, certainly not the regular forces.” 


“Even if we arrive at agreements, we will need a strong 
regular armored force. On the subje :t of the reserves, it will 
be possible to take risks and to cut. The Yom Kippur War 
taught us that if we had one more regular tank brigade—the 
Syriz.ns would not have been able to break through.” 


Mrj. Gen. (Res.) Uri Or, the chairman of the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, also thinks that in 
the coming years the IDF will not become smaller. Or: “Up 
to the year 2000, there cannot be any significant change in 
the size of the military. Only one change is required: the 
replacement of old weapons with new ones. At the same 
time, we will reduce the burden of reserve duty, we will train 
more, and we will carry out a revolution in maintenance.” 


Or estimates that it will be possible to cut the compulsory 
service a bit. “I foresee that approaching the year 2000 the 
question will again arise whether we need a popular army or 
an economic army. The IDF will want the possibility of 
drafting only the best. The public will resist.” 


Or does not envisage a decline in the defense budget, rather 
a significant decline in its share of the national product. “If 
the agreements prove themselves, we will be able to weigh 
the threats and to assume that in the coming circle they will 
decline and therefore it will be necessary to give greater 
weight to the air arm.” 


Former air force commander Maj. Gen. (Res.) Avihu Ben- 
Nun holds that the IDF will have to continue to invest .n the 
skies. Ben-Nun scatters illusions about the contraction of 
the military. “Our deterrent force must remain for many 
years. The Middle Eastern reality is fluid. We have seen how 
things can change overnight in the nearby states. The 
component of the threat and the component of the deter- 
rence are intertwined in our reality. If the borders change— 
the need for deterrence will only grow.” 
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“If Israel will not have a real deterrent,” he warns, “we can 
find ourselves in a war. Iraq and Iran had a peace agree- 
ment, and Saddam opened a lightning war. A deterrent force 
is strong and quality air power.” 


Ben-Nun argues that one should not denigrate the quantity 
of air power: “If you have a lot of strikers and forwards— 
you need a lot of goalkeepers. We must take into account a 
scenario of “war within peace“ against a crystallized and 
aggressive coalition. It may seem far-off, but in another 10 
or 15 years—or less—it could be real. Our quality must be in 
the area of the platforms—in advanced aircraft, in helicop- 
ters, in weapons, in guided and precision ordnance, in 
electronic countermeasures—that will ensure technical 
superiority. 

“The physical performance of the airplanes, such as range, 
will be a minor component of quality. The complementary 
components must be radars and sophisticated weapons. The 
Air Force must receive more, because it is the most flexible, 
and with a relatively small force can arrive at big achieve- 
ments. In the Air Force it is possible to use quality. In other 
arms, quantity is necessary.” 


Colonel (Res.) Dr. Ze’ev Eytan, a researcher in the Center 
for Strategic Studies, holds that “the army of peace” must 
continue to be strong. He seeks to warn againsi euphoria 
and proposes to expect with worry the instability of Arab 
regimes. “All of those who are talking about Iran and about 
Iraq as central threats in the year 2000 forget the danger of 
instability in the confrontation states. I do not foresee a 
possibility of reducing the military significantly, unless 
astounding democracies arise in the region. I foresee that the 
IDF will be able to go over to a defensive strategy, and to 
continue to operate with offensive tactics. The IDF will 
have to take into account the possibility of striking a 
preventive blow and afterwards passing the attack over to 
the enemy’s territory. This approach is especially correct if 
the borders change to our disadvantage.” 


Changes in New Recruit Training Reported 


94AFO035E Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 
(24-Hour Supplement) in Hebrew 18 Nov 93 pp 16-17 


[Article by Arye Qizal: “Absorption and Classification 
Center Without Shock”) 


[Text] Enough of Absorption and Classification Center 
shock. An end to the uncertainty of the new recruits. Enough 
of “the slave market” in the courtyard of the Absorption 
and Classificaiion Center, to the bargaining between the 
corps of the army and “the fresh meat” that is unloaded 
from the buses. 


Next week, the first class of recruits, of which a portion 
already knows where it is going in the army even before it 
sets foot in the Absorption and Classification Center, will be 
on its way. The other part, which does not yet know, will still 
go through the old route. In February, so they are hoping in 
the IDF [israel Defense Forces], everything will change, 
everything will be new. 


The IDF worked for years with a method that was not 
examined, but became a norm. The method was called 
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“the orders method”: every candidate for defense service 
(Mashlab) received sometime in |lth grade “the first 
order,” that white envelope with the army stamp. He 
opened it, understood that the end of youth had arrived, 
and ran immediately to his buddies. 


The Mashlab was called to report to the Mobilization 
Bureau and to go through the first of the seven circles of 
Hell, at the end of which he would get a personal number 
and he would become a soldier in the army of the Jewish 


people. 


Afterwards, after a few months, the Mashlab—the high- 
school pupil who had not yet lost his long hair and the 
earring—received “the second order,” another nail in the 
coffin of youth, and he again made his way, with some 
scorn, to the Mobilization Bureau. The goal this time— 
psychotechnical examinations, medical examinations for 
evaluation, with a female soldier only a few months older 
than he but who thinks that she is at least as smart as God. 


On the basis of these examinations, a profile was deter- 
mined for the Mashlab (another number, mightily fateful) 
and the Kaba (quality group), and afterwards he was given a 
mobilization date. With these statistics, the recruit arrived 
at the Absorption and Classification Center (generally after 
a massacre of a haircut), to the meeting with the classifica- 
tion officer. On the way, he went through the chain of 
becoming a soldier, which included injectic ..s, a photograph 
with a number, fingerprints, and one unavoidable question: 
“To whom to you wish to bequeath the money if, heaven 
forbid...” 


In that discussion with the classification officer, which 
generally lasted a minute and a half (depending on the 
patience and the length of the line), the impatient classifi- 
cation officers would present the frightened recruit the 
possibilities before him. For example: artillery, armor, or 
combat engineering. The recruit had only to rank these 
possibilities by preference. That is exactly how it worked, 
but around this rapid and nervous process they wrapped 
high-sounding words like “consideration for the desires of 
the soldier and the requirements of the system.” 


The chief of the Manpower Branch of the general staff, 
Major General Yoram Ya’ir, was the first one, who during 
the past year set a target before his people: to change the 
clumsy, outmoded, and wasteful method of classification 
and mobilization. 


Ya’ir brought a new idea, which was intended to make the 
old method more efficient, to spare the young soldier the 
tension and the uncertainty, and to spare the IDF system the 
traffic jam in the Absorption and Classification Center. In 
the previous method, the recruit was sometimes forced to 
wait a number of weeks until the completion of the quota 
required for opening basic training. Meanwhile, the recruits 
would carry out “interesting” busy work such as painting 
the trees in the Absorption and Classification Center or 
repainting the curbs. A pleasure. 


A deep and fundamental change was made in the new 
method, which begins to go into operation, as was stated, 
next week. The basic idea: instead of examining the recruits 











12 NEAR EAST 


preference only in the Absorption and Classification Center, 
the stage of the questions and the clarifications will be 
carried out several months before induction. A form, with a 
summary of his data and the possibilities open to him, will 
be sent to each recruit at home, just like the registration 
process for university. 


Under the heading “The Mobilization Method Mobilizes 
for You,” the recruit is asked to specify the unit to which he 
prefers to be called, the classification is carried out after- 
wards, and in the end each recruit receives a notice of where 
he has been assigned. This happens a few months before 
induction. 


Maj. Gen. Ya’ir, the father of the method, presented it to 
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin and to 
Chief of Staff Ehud Barak, and the two approved it. There 
were those who raised an eyebrow and asked why did they 
wait with it for so many years. Where were all of the 
geniuses before that. 


In the IDF they say that the new method will make it 
possible for the military to get an overall picture of the 
recruits and will prevent pressure on the Absorption and 
Classification Center. The end has come for the era of 
lobbying by the members of the various service arms to 
entice the soldiers with worn-out image films, presented by 
smiling paratroopers, that hid the blood, the sweat, and the 
tears. 


The commanders of the units to which they will be mobi- 
lized already await the recruits who will arrive next week at 
the Absorption and Classification Center. The commanders 
will accompany them throughout the process, and will 
reduce, so it is hoped, their tension. Those recruits who will 
seek to challenge their attachment to an armored company 
and who will prefer to serve in the IDF spokesman’s film 
unit, for example, are promised a hearing. The answer also 
is promised. (Army, baby, do not deceive yourself. Armor!) 


The military is saving tens of millions of shekels through the 
new method. After the run of the test program in the 
November mobilization, it will continue also in the fol- 
lowing mobilizations. 


And if you, those who have not yet been drafted, receive the 
questionnaires at home in these days—sit quietly, think for 
a moment, fill out the questionnaires carefully, and cross 
your fingers. Har’ You are next in line. 


Foreigners Invest in Ari’el-Based Companies 


94AF0035D Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 23 Nov 93 p 4 


[Article by Yisra’el Tomer: “Investors? Russians? And in 
Ari’el of All Places?”’} 


{Text} The skies darkened over Ari’el. The winter came 
down on the hills all around. But the mayor of Ari’el, MK 
[member of Knesset] Nahman Ran, is beaming. “There 
are,” he says. “There are foreign investors in Ari’el...” 
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While I wonder who is able already to invest these days in 
Ari’el, whose fate is shrouded in mist the energetic Nahman 
Ron springs the second surprise: “The investors are Russian 
non-Jews from the Urals...” 


The truth is, that I didn’t believe [him] in the first moment. 
But MK Nahman Ron does not relent. “Come and get 
acquainted with them,” he says and pulls me to a table in the 
Knesset dining room. Most of them around the table are 
Russian speakers. Some of them are immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union and two of them are representatives of 
Russian investors from the city of Ekaterinburg, formerly 
Sverdlovsk, in the Urals. One is Feminov Sergey, the 
manager of the “Layet” company, which is registered under 
another name also in the British Virgin Islands. The second 
one is Kokarkin Viktor. 


So what? You want to invest in Israel?—1 ask without hiding 
my doubts. 


“We have already invested,” Mr. Feminov cuts in and pulls 
out an agreement that was signed with the “Tel-Basis” 
company of Ari’el. 


How much have you invested? 
“Half a million dollars,” replies Feminov. 


Micha’el Zeldner, the director-general of “Tel-Basis” com- 
pany, joins the conversation: “The money has already been 
deposited in a bank in Israel.” Zeldner himself immigrated 
to Israel from the Soviet Union 10 years ago. By profession 
he is an engineer, who worked in Ta’as. 


According to the agreement, a joint company was founded 
by the Russian investors and the “Tel-Basis” company for 
producing software for inspecting digital circuits. The soft- 
ware was developed in Ari’el’s technological incubator by a 
group of immigrants from the Commonwealth of Peoples. 
[sentence as published] 


At the meeting there was also Naftali Raz, the director- 
general for technological initiatives in Ari’el. According to 
him, this is only a first project. In the pipeline there are 
additional projects, whose development is based on know- 
how from the former Soviet Union. Like, for example, the 
manufacture of reinforced plastic pipes. 


“Half a million dollars is a lot of money in Russia. How did 
you raise this sum there?” 


Feminov smiles: “Yes, among us that is a large sum. But 
there is money. How did we raise it? That is our commercial 
secret...” 


Why in Israel of all places and not anywhere else in the 
world? 


The investors from the Urals explain: “First, it is a lot easier 
to speak with people in Israel than elsewhere. Our partners 
in Israel came from Russia, they know the language, they are 
acquainted with the conditions. Aside from that, we already 
worked with some of them in the Urals. In addition to that, 
Israel has a developed technological infrastructure and 
trained and superior manpower. Another reason: because of 
the agreements and the contacts that Israel has with Western 
Europe and with the U.S.A. it has become an economic 
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bridge between the West and the East, and we want to use it. 
Finally, there are now chances for peace and stability in the 
Middle East.” 


We did not want to embarrass Nahman Ron and ask why in 
Ari’el of all places. But it turned out that the reason is quite 
simple: in Ari’el there are some of the acquaintances with 
whom the investors already worked in Russia. 


“Among us,” explains the entrepreneur from the Urals, “the 
inventions and the developments are getting lost...” 


MK Nahman Ron holds ir. his hand a memorandum that 
was composed two months ago under the somewhat histor- 
ical heading “The Soviet Connection.” The memorandum, 
which was composed by Tamar Guy and Vladimir Aks, is an 
analysis of the tremendous potential afforded by exploiting 
the know-how from R&D in the former Soviet Union. 


The political and economic chaos in Russia caused, among 
other things, the collapse of the entire government R&D 
system. According to a rough estimate, about 4,000 Russian 
research institutes, which employ about 600,000 scientists, 
were left without government support. For that reason, 
there appeared the phenomenon of Russian scientists who 
continue to work, in theory, in these institutes, and try to 
sell privately the know-how and the technologies that they 
developed. In Russia, there are no legal limitations on such 
activity. 


In Israel, there operate today 27 “technological incubators,” 
in which are employed hundreds of recent immigrants, who 
are working on 300 different projects. Tens of projects are 
already ripe, and they can be shifted to production. Such a 
technological incubator also operates in Ari’el. 


Among the new projects that are being offered to inves- 
tors—in addition to the software for inspecting digital 
circuits and for manufacturing reinforced plastic pipes: a 
sophisticated system for exact measurement of heat at 
temperatures of 2,000 to 3,000 Celsius, a new kind of ink 
that withstands high temperatures, and which costs half as 
much as ordinary ink, and more. 


They are now trying to shift from research and development 
to business initiatives, and the Russian investors are taking 
part in this. Of course, while taking advantage of the system 
of grants and incentives that the laws provide to foreign 
investors. 


The mayor of Ari’el, MK Nahman Ron, is now planning to 
travel to the Urals. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Al-’Adhl Discusses Solar, Nuclear Energy 
94AE0056A Jeddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 22 Nov 93 p 27 


[Interview with Dr Salih al-’Adhl, chairman of the King 
*Abd-al- ‘Aziz City for Science and Technology, by Fahd 
al-Zuman in Riyadh; date not given: “Dr. Salih al-’Adhl: 
Now That Kingdom Has Headed Atomic Energy Agency, 
Our New Plan Is To Produce Hydrogen From Solar Energy; 
We Have Utilized Atom for Peaceful Purposes” } 
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[Text] Riyadh—Because it is the distinguishing mark and 
the decisive factor in a nation’s progress and superiority, 
sophisticated technology and its dazzling means have 
become the constant concern of nations. Consequently, this 
sphere has witnessed a terrible race and a bitter struggle 
among the advanced nations in their effort to settle the 
struggle for power in their favor. 


Out of its awareness of the importance and necessity of 
entering this sphere struggle and of waging the struggle with 
all our strength so we will not lag behind civilization’s 
bandwagon, the government of King Fahd Bin- 
*Abd-al-’Aziz, custodian of the two holy mosques, has built 
the King 'Abd-al-’Aziz City for Science and Technology to 
be a scientific bastion that shoulders the responsibility of 
bolstering and enhancing technology so this bastion will 
serve the Kingdom’s development objectives. 


Although relatively young, the city has achieved numerous 
accomplishments in the areas of research and technology 
transfer. 


To trace the march of the city’s accomplishments and its 
future plans and programs, the weekly [‘UKAZ] conducted 
this interview with Dr. Salih al-’Adhl, chairman of the King 
*Abd-al-’Aziz City for Science and Technolocy. This inter- 
view has gained an added dimension witi Mr. al-’Adhl’s 
return from abroad after he headed thc International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s [IAEA] gener.l conference. It 
focuses the light on the significance and importance of the 
Kingdom's selection to head the conference. 


Scientific Accomplishments 


{[Al-Zuman] King ’Abd-al-’Aziz’s City for Science and Tech- 
nology has achieved numerous scientific accomplishments 
in various fields of technology and research. What are your 
most prominent current and future plans? 


[Al-’Adhl] We have 20-year plans, five-year plans, and 
one-year plans. At present, we have a project to produce 
hydrogen from solar energy. It is being implemented in 
cooperation with the German Ministry of Scientific 
Research and Saudi universities. This is a pioneer project in 
the world, especially in the field of solar energy. We 
launched our efforts in this field even before other countries 
contemplated it. The main problem in solar energy is the 
problem of storage, which makes it possible to use this 
energy as a fuel to generate energy. 


We have completed the first phase and begun the second 
phase, embodied in implementation and in developing 
equipment that uses hydrogen to generate energy, whether 
for cooling, for heating, or for other purposes. 


We have been able to build a station that is the first of its 
kind in the Arab world and Africa, namely the Saudi station 
for receiving photos from artificial satellites, be they the 
French, the Japanese, or other satellites. 


This station is the most sophisticated accomplishment 
achieved by science and technology in this field. It covers an 
area that has a diameter of 2,500 km. This station's photo- 
graphs are used in all areas, especially in exploring natural 
resources and in city planning. Since this station was built, 
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we have developed a training program andr telescopes and 
radio-wave observatory. We have other activities as well. I 
do not look forward so much to the completion of these 
projects as I look forward to the results for which we aspire. 
Results are the most important thing. We also have a laser 
have sent specialists to train on the use of this technology in 
the United States. The objective is to secure trained national 
cadres removed from bureaucracy and red tape. 


Other projects we have include an earthquake-observation 
network and the lunaproject. We also have the Researcl: and 
Computer Institute, which has Arabic-language programs. 
We have a project to train the disabled to use computers. 
We also have several activities connected with automatic 
translation through the use of computers. Regarding the 
“surveyor,” we now have Arabic-language survey programs 
that make it easy to enter data all at once. 


All these projects are good. But I look at the manpower 
comprised of Saudi youth and I hope that it possess a [high] 
degree of capability because this manpower is what lasts. 
Sincere and energetic manpower is the most important 
element. This is why we will focus on youth training and 
development programs so that our young men will get 
higher degrees. I believe that this is where we start laying the 
foundation on which we can build. This is something of 
which we can be proud. 


Atom and Water Desalination 


[Al-Zuman] At a conference held recently in Vienna, you 
said that the Kingdom uses the atom to desalinate water. 
Can your excellency tell us about this program? 


[Al-’Adhl] Because we must not rely on a single source of 
wealth, we have decided to plan for the future, considering 
that availability of the oil energy cannot make us dispense 
with the search for alternatives so as to develop other 
sources. We have had to consider the long run. The current 
circumstances require us to embrace certain policies that 
reflect the economic situation. We have to have the tech- 
nology to desalinate water, to generate power, and for use in 
the various economic and social areas. We also have to have 
the capability to deal with this technology. 


Nuclear energy has its several aspects, including the nega- 
tive aspect of radiation and the possibility of radiation 
accidents. It also has its peaceful aspect. Because problems 
have developed in the advanced countries that use nuclear 
energy, we will be more conservative before we embark on 
this field. 


Despite all this, we must have the technical capability first. 
Protection from radiation is very important, and we have 
made a stride in this regard in the area of the peaceful use of 
the atom. 


Not True 


[Al-Zuman] An accusation was made against the King 
’Abd-al-’Aziz Science and Technology city and those who 
made it believe that you are close to the King Sa’ud 
University but that you are not as close to other academic 
circles. 


[Al-’Adhl] This is a misplaced accusation. The city is eager 
to have close cooperation with all of the Kingdom's univer- 
sities, and such cooperation does, in fact, exist even though 
the city is specialized in technological sciences. 


Specialized Institutes 


[Al-Zuman] The city has established a number of special- 
ized scientific institutes. But we notice that there is a delay 
in developing programs for these institutes. Perhaps your 
excellency can shed light on these institutes and their goals. 


[Al-’Adhl] The city performs three major and important 
tasks in supporting and promoting scientific research 
throughout the Kingdom. First, the city seeks to support 
research at universities and at private and public sector 
academic and research centers. Second, the city conducts 
applied scientific research. Third, the city coordinates coop- 
eration between the Kingdom and other countries in the 
area of science and technology. There is another axis con- 
nected with research by research centers. The main objec- 
tive is not to set up centers but to conduct new research and 
to use the accomplished research to serve development. The 
objectives are the same but the programs must vary so as to 
serve this effort. We have to have flexibility and capability. 
It is not so easy to establish such institutes because they 
require manpower. Building construction must be com- 
pleted at the time when cadres become available. We must 
have the main seed, namely qualified youth, and I must not 
be compelled to conclude contracts [with foreigners}. 


So there has to be planning, especially since it is not easy to 
create a scientific establishment, which is not just a 
building. This is why we have built a multipurpose pre- 
mises. The existing research institutes building was con- 
structed to be a first-phase nucleus of all these research 
institutes. Each building is constructed according to a spe- 
cific design and it becomes a specialized institute when 
completed, such as the energy and petroleum research 
building, the petrochemical industries building, the space 
and astronomy building, and the natural and environmental 
sciences building. 


[Al-Zuman] It is noticed that the city is interested in purely 
scientific research and we find that human research is 
neglected, despite its importance. What is your excellency’s 
comment on this? 


[Al-’AdhI] Human research is important. However, it is 
conducted at universities. As planned, a most important 
objective of the city’s is to devote attention to applied 
research, which requires laboratories and technicians, 
meaning that that this research has a special characteristics 
whereas human research is focused on researchers, libraries, 
and so forth. Yes, this accusation is true. But there are other 
institutions in the Kingdom which have a greater role in this 
type of research. 


[Al-Zuman] The city has enjoyed the attention of the 
custodian of the two holy mosques, as proven by this 
equipment and these enormous buildings. But the question 
that obviously persists is: what has this city offered in return 
for all this support? 
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[Al-’Adhl] Some aspects may be disclosed and others may 
not. I have already answered some points, such as energy, 
lunar observatories, and so forth. 


So, I do not believe that the city has been lax. It is true that 
one aspires for more. But we do all we can within the limits 
of our resources. 


[Al-Zuman] Is there a plan to hold international scientific 
symposiums? 


[Al-’Adhl] The city participates in numerous conferences 
and symposiums, especially those of an applied nature. Next 
Shawwal [April], the city will hold a technology symposium 
in cooperation with the various governmental sectors. The 
purpose will be to raise the questions: How can we improve 
our work? Have completed studies achieved their desired 
outcome or have they been shelved away and forgotten? 


So our objective behind this symposium is to probe the 
aspects of failure, if they exist, especially since development 
is the objective that we all seek. 


We have invited guests from Japan, the United States, 
Malaysia, Australia, and China to participate in this sym- 
posium so we can familiarize ourselves with their experi- 
ences. We have also invited Arab guests to participate and 
familiarize us with their experiences and with the methods 
they have employed. 


[Al-Zuman] What is your evaluation of the selection of the 
Kingdom, represented in your person, to head the IAEA 
[conference] and how do you see the world community’s 
impression of the Kingdom in this regard? 
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[Al-’Adhl] There is no doubt that this is the first time that an 
Arab country has headed the IAEA’s general conference. If 
anything, this choice shows the place that the world com- 
munity gives the Kingdom in this regard—a place that truly 
reflects what the Kingdom has accomplished. This is testi- 
mony for the Kingdom from everybody. I would like to 
point out here thai international representation in the 
IAEA’s general congress is done on the basis of blocs. 


There is the European bloc and the North and South 
America bloc. The general conference chairman is selected 
annually. This chairmanship is alternated annually between 
the various blocs, thus entitling a certain bloc to the annual 
chairmanship. This bloc selects or nominates one of its 
members to the chairmanship and the general conference 
then votes on the candidate. 


In some cases, things proceed smoothly and agreement is 
reached within the bloc to nominate just one country to 
chair the conference. In such a case, approval by the general 
conference is almost guaranteed. But in other cases, one 
finds that more than one country is competing for the 
chairmanship. The conference decides by vote. 


This time, the Kingdom sought the chairmanship. The city 
represents the Kingdom in the IAEA and the ambassador of 
the custodian of the two holy mosques is the permanent 
resident representative at the agency. Royal approval was 
given to the Kingdom’s nomination. There were some 
countries that wanted to nominate themselves but they 
decided to withdraw their candidacy out of appreciation for 
the Kingdom. 
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